
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 19 August 2010] 

 p5838b-5838b 
Hon Jon Ford 

 [1] 

NEWMAN–NULLAGINE ROAD — SAFETY 

Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.51 pm]: I rise to comment on the pressing issue for my 
constituents of the Newman–Nullagine road. I was thankful that the Minister for Transport did not reject the 
notion of going for a drive on that road. A recent fatal accident occurred on the same day that I was driving on 
that road. I travel tens of thousands of kilometres on very rough roads. The accident occurred between Nullagine 
and the Hope Downs turn-off. That stretch of the road has been graded to such a level that the blades obviously 
bounced off different rocks. People can be driving down the road at what they think is a reasonable speed and 
find themselves shot across to the other side of the road and then shot back on a very loose surface. There needs 
to be more work done than just grading, which is the standard method of resurfacing roads in that area.  

The biggest issue is the level of expertise. The car in which the fatalities occurred was a normal sedan. I can tell 
members that it is quite surprising to see a sedan on this road; the reality is that such cars have no business being 
there, but some people cannot afford a better car and it is their only way of getting around. There are vehicles of 
varying conditions and drivers of varying expertise on those roads. There are big commercial plant trucks mixed 
with tourist vehicles, and some of those people have very little experience in driving those big rigs. There are 
also mobile homes and caravans; other people travel those roads more regularly. A very distressed emergency 
response worker contacted me the day after that accident and explained to me what happened. The worker had 
no doubt that the road contributed to the accident. It will be interesting to see what the report says, because I am 
not an expert on road conditions. I appreciate everything that the minister has said; I just think it is sometimes 
worth going there and assessing the road by looking at it. Some sections of the road are quite good and some 
sections are as rough as anywhere else, but I think that this section of the road is unusually bad and is much more 
dangerous than one of the more dangerous roads that I see, which is Cape Leveque Road. I therefore think it is 
really worthwhile for the minister to have a look. 

Another issue with the road is that there are no safe areas in which to pull over on that section of the road. It is 
undulating with no pull-offs. If people pull over or stop on the road, they may find that cars travelling at speed 
may come over the top of a hill and the drivers of those cars cannot see them and, because of the surface of the 
road, cannot avoid them. People may say that they should be driving according to the condition of the road. They 
would be travelling quite safely if there were somewhere for cars to pull off the road.  

Another issue is that there is a sealed section at the Newman end of the road and then about three kilometres of 
dirt road and then a sealed section again. On a fairly still evening I was travelling behind a truck. I had to pull 
right over to the left of the road, because the truck was travelling down the middle of the road, so I could get 
some vision of what was ahead of me. I noticed that we were approaching the sealed part of the road. I expected 
that truck to stop, as is the custom when trucks go around a bend and their tyres can have flats. There were two 
trucks in front of it. Had someone not had experience and was just driving through the dust, it would be very 
likely that he would have driven straight into the back of the truck because he would not have seen it.  

With that in mind, I think it is worthwhile for the minister to look. I accept all the commentary that Hon Simon 
O’Brien has made on the matter. I know that he has given it due consideration. I am just a little worried that 
there might be some disjointed advice. There is a large amount of activity, especially in recent months with the 
mine development. There has been a big increase in truck traffic and in tourist traffic numbers. It is worthwhile 
having a look. I appreciate the comments of the Minister for Transport that he has not actually written off the 
idea of coming for a drive. Once we have seen the results of the report, if he thinks that it is worthwhile having a 
look, I should be more than happy to go for a drive there with him. 
 


